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KEN EWERS 
Petition 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [3.11 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Ken Ewers and his family from Ardross. 

Ken has Autism and a severe intellectual disability.  He lives at home with his parents, Elizabeth and 
Peter, and his five year old sister Amy. 

Ken is ten years old.  He is however very small for his age and is functioning at about the level of a one 
year old.  He is an extremely hyperactive and energetic little boy.  He is into everything and is on the go 
all the time.  Things in his way get knocked over, emptied, ripped up, broken, thrown etc.  Although he 
is unable to speak, he has a “manic” laugh and makes a lot of noise, all day long.  Ken has no sense of 
danger and no understanding of right or wrong.  He has to be supervised every moment of every day.  
Caring for him is extremely demanding. 

Further, Ken is totally dependent in all areas of self help.  He needs to be dressed, bathed and attended 
to for all his needs.  He is incontinent and needs full assistance with toileting.  He is a very fussy eater, 
so he has to have separate meals prepared for him.  During the day Ken attends the Kim Beazley 
School, where he particularly enjoys swimming and the stimulation of the ‘sensory room’.  At home he 
loves bike riding and bouncing on his trampoline. 

Ken’s parents are struggling to manage.  Ken’s mother was diagnosed with breast cancer last year, 
requiring surgery and further treatment.  This has left her with a weak arm and with back problems.  
She has needed a lot of support whilst going through her treatment.  It is very important that she has the 
opportunity to fully recover from her cancer treatment.  She has little to no opportunity to do this. 

Ken’s father has reduced his work to three days a week so that he can relieve some of the pressure on 
his wife.  He is suffering from severe, stress related eczema.  Amy, Ken’s little sister, is very rarely able 
to have her friends over to play, because of Ken’s behaviours, and has little to no opportunity to 
develop friends outside of school. 

Peter and Elizabeth receive respite from i.d.entity.wa and Lady Lawley Cottages, which is a tremendous 
help.  However, they are finding that this is not enough.  The demands of Ken’s care are seriously 
jeopardising Elizabeth’s recovery and are having a worrying impact on Amy.  In spite of the very great 
efforts of Peter and Elizabeth, the almost intolerable pressures with which they are constantly living are 
putting a very great strain on their marriage.  The survival of this family is at serious risk. 

Ken and Elizabeth dearly love Ken and will do everything they can to care for him.  They have the 
responsibility of considering the welfare of their whole family.  They have reached the point where they 
are juggling the care and wellbeing of both Ken and Amy, Elizabeth’s recovery and survival and the 
very the survival of the family unit.  They are in urgent need of help.  They need to share the care of 
Ken.  They would like to see him in a small group home, near the family home, so they could watch 
over him and include him in the family life to the fullest extent possible.  Without assistance, this 
family fear they will not survive.  The cost of this to everyone, including government, would far exceed 
the cost of providing the support this family needs to care for their son. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 

I certify that this petition has been signed by one petitioner and meets the requirements of the Assembly’s 
standing orders. 

[See petition No 380.]  
 


